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 Wed March 13 

   Yr 12 Parent / 

   Student Information 

   Evening 
 

 Friday March 15 

   Yr 10 Sovereign Hill 

   Excursion 
 

 Tuesday March 19 

   STUDENT FREE 

   DAY 
 

 Wed March 20 

   Yr 10 Immunisations 
 

 Thursday March 28 

   Grease the Musical 

   Auditions 

 

 Wed April 3 

   Open Night 5-7pm 
 

 May 22 - 24 

   Year 7 Camp 

ABSENCE 

LINE 

5231 9888 

We always represent CSC…. 
I like to run this short article in our newsletter at the start of every year to remind us of our 
responsibilities when we are at school and when we are in the community.  

During term 1, I have been very impressed by the attitude and efforts of students during the 
school day. There is a great tone around the school and for the large majority of students 
they have been demonstrating our value of respect on all occasions.  To extend on this, I 
have also been impressed with the number of students who are doing great things in our 
community. There is nothing more satisfying for me than to see our students receive awards 
at community events, playing sport or participating in the arts. Despite this, at times there 
have been a small number of students who don’t do the right thing outside of school and 
make bad choices. It is important to note that sometimes these behaviours have flow on   
affects for every other student at the school and in most of these situations, social media is 
involved.  

It is a timely reminder that we always represent Colac Secondary College. The way we     
approach our school day and the way that we contribute to the community outside of school 
has an impact on us all, including how we are perceived on social media. Let’s make sure we 
do the right things all the time so we get the positive feedback we deserve. 

Mid Semester Reports 
Teachers of students in Year 8 – 12 are currently reporting on student performance in term 1. 
The reports will be mailed to families in the last week of term. I encourage parents to discuss 
the report with their child and attend parent teacher interviews early in term 2. This will 
provide an opportunity for you to meet your child’s teachers and discuss progress and areas 
for improvement.  

Completion of work on time and submitting all work requirements will enhance your child’s 
report. Please have this conversation with your child and contact their Student Manager if 
you believe there are progress concerns you would like to discuss.  

For families with a child in Year 7, you would have received your first 5 week cycle report last 
week followed by a letter sent out on Compass. You can also expect a second report sent out 
by the end of term. Please contact your child’s Student Manager if you have any questions. 

Insurance on Personal Property 
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include 
mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, sporting equipment, and cars parked on 
school premises.  The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to 
schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. 

Student Free Day 
Tuesday March 19th 

Simon Dewar 

Colac Secondary  

College is a  

Child Safe School 

 

Year 12 Information Evening 
Wednesday, March 13th 

6.30 - 7.30 pm 

Senior Building 
 

 Information will be provided on a range of matters including: 

 The General Achievement Test (GAT) 

 ATAR Calculations / VTAC and post Year 12 Information 

 Study habit and tips 

 Supporting your child through Year 12 





Wellbeing 

Have you heard of Mindfulness? 

Mindfulness is the basic human ability to be fully present, aware of where we are and what we’re doing, and not 

overly reactive or overwhelmed by what’s going on around us and is a great technique to help reduce stress and 

improve your  overall health and wellbeing 

This Mindful March Action Calendar has daily suggested actions to do throughout March to help you be more 

mindful and live in the present moment. 

To download your own copy of the Mindful March Action Calendar go to https://www.actionforhappiness.org/

mindful-march  

You can also download the Smiling Mind App which is a free resource for all ages providing mindfulness          
exercises to  develop your mindfulness practice. It is also available through www.smilingmind.com.au  
 
 

ICT News 

Attention Year 7 parents 
 
This week the Compass Parent Portal information booklet was       
distributed to all Year 7 students. The booklet contains information 
about Compass School Manger and contains families’ unique 
username and password to log in.   
 
If you have not yet received this booklet please contact the front    
office. 

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/mindful-march
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/mindful-march
http://www.smilingmind.com.au


Careers Corner  
With Kaye Potter, Careers Education Manager 

For Year 11 Students: 

National Youth Science Forum Jan 2020 
A 12-day residential program designed to give students a broader understanding of career options available in science,  
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).  
Applications are open from 1 March to 31 May. To find out more visit: https://www.nysf.edu.au/what-we-do/how-to-apply/  

Vic Uni Update – ‘Careers in the Outdoors Day’ 
A day of workshops and information for students in Years 9-12.  

This is an opportunity to meet experts in the outdoors industry and discover more about the various career streams: 

 Camps and Journeys 

 Nature-based Eco Tourism 

 Land Management 

 Health & Wellbeing 

 Media & Technology 

 Environmental Science 

 Education: Early Childhood. P-12 & Tertiary. 

When: Wednesday March 27th 

Where: Victoria University, Footscray Park Campus – Ballarat Road, Footscray.  

Time: 9.30 – 2pm. 

If you wish to explore your option in the outdoors industry, please contact:  

Barbara.Opar@vu.edu.au or phone 9919 4166. 

 

Federation University Update – 
Fed Uni Faculty Experience Days are coming up shortly. Experience Days are open to all students studying a VCE subject 

and they are a great opportunity for students to get a taste for an area that they have or may have an interest in.   

The dates are; Thurs 28
th
 March (Business and IT), Thurs 9

th
 May (Education, Community Welfare and Criminal Justice),  

Thurs 23rd May or 30th May (TBC) – (Nursing, Science and Psychology). 

Invitations for these days will be sent directly to schools shortly. 

 

Career Focus – Primary Teaching 
Primary school teachers educate primary school children by planning and conducting education programs to develop literacy 

and numeracy, as well as the physical, emotional, intellectual and social growth of their students. Primary school teachers 

are usually trained to teach the whole curriculum. Some undertake further studies to become specialist primary teachers in 

areas such as music, physical education, art etc. Others undertake training in order to develop and teach programs for     

students with special needs or rural and isolated children or children for whom English is a second language.  
 

Primary school teachers:  

 Prepare daily and longer-term lesson plans in accordance with curriculum guidelines. 

 Teach a full range of learning areas, including English (reading, writing, speaking and listening), mathematics,  

science, technology, society and environment, creative arts, personal development, health and physical            

education. 

 Develop children’s interests, abilities and coordination using creative activities such as art, music and sport. 

 Use computers to assist with lesson preparation, teaching and reporting. 

 Develop and maintain good working habits and discipline in classrooms. 

 Carry out administrative duties. 

 Supervise students during classes and at other times in the school day, including in the playground during breaks. 

 Attend staff meetings and other training and development sessions. 

 Take part in joint decision-making about educational issues. 

 Assess and evaluate students’ progress in written and oral work. 

 Discuss students’ progress and concerns with parents and administrators. 

 Assist with and organise sporting activities, school concerts and excursions.  

 Prepare for and attend parent-teacher interviews and other functions.  

https://www.nysf.edu.au/what-we-do/how-to-apply/
mailto:Barbara.Opar@vu.edu.au


Careers Corner  
With Kaye Potter, Careers Education Manager 

To consider primary teaching, it helps if you: 

 Enjoy working with children 

 Are creative and organised 

 Are patient in dealing with students of differing abilities 

 Are able to communicate simply and clearly 

 Are prepared to work outside of school hours. 
 

To become a primary school teacher, you usually have to complete a degree in primary education or primary school      

teaching. Alternatively, you can undertake a post graduate qualification specialising in primary education after completing a 

degree with relevant study areas. For example, a degree in Arts followed by a Graduate Entry Teaching (Graduate Entry 

Teaching) course i.e. Master in Teaching. To get into the degree courses, you usually need to have gained your VCE       

prerequisite subjects, or assumed knowledge, in one or more of English and mathematics. It’s important to research your 

universities of choice and be aware of entry requirements. 
 

To apply for a bachelor degree in teaching, you will need to complete the CASPer test. The CASPer test is a non-cognitive 

online test which assessing various things such as; communication, empathy, problem solving etc.  and you only need to 

complete it once if you are applying for one or more courses via VTAC. The test is open for completion between August 1st 

and July 31
st
. To read more about preparation and registration, please visit: https://takecasper.com/about-casper/  

Undergraduate Courses (Primary Teaching)       

ACU University (Ballarat, Melbourne) Bachelor of Education (Primary) 4 Years 
70.05-
74.20 

Charles Sturt University (Albury-Wodonga) 
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood and Primary) 4 Years 65.10 

Bachelor of Education (K-12) 4 Years 68.65 

Deakin University 
(Geelong, Melbourne, Warnambool) 

Bachelor of Education (Primary) 4 Years 
70.10-
74.15 

Eastern College Bachelor of Education (Primary) 4 Years 70.00 

Federation University 
(Berwick, Gippsland, Ballarat, Off-Campus) 

Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood & Primary) 4 Years NA 

Federation University (Gippsland, Ballarat) Bachelor of Education (Primary and Secondary P-10) 4 Years NA 

Holmesglen (Waverley) Bachelor of Early Childhood Teaching 4 Years NA 

LaTrobe University (Bendigo, Melbourne, 
Mildura) 

Bachelor of Education (Primary) 4 Years 
70.80-
71.35 

Melbourne Polytechnic 
Preston (Preston) 

Bachelor of Education (Early Years) 4 Years NA 

RMIT University (Bundoora) Bachelor of Education (Primary Education) 4 Years 70.10 

Swinburne University 
(Hawthorn) 

Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Teaching 4 Years 73.20 

Bachelor of Education (Primary) 4 Years 73.00 

Congratulations 
 

Tapanga Barnhart - Rankin is the overall winner of Region 3 Youth of 

the Year Final held recently in Winchelsea. 

 

Well done Tapanga! 

 

Tapanga will now go to Camperdown to compete in the District Final 

on March 23rd. 
 

https://takecasper.com/about-casper/



