
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Guardians  
 
Re: Update for COVID-19 
 
As you may have seen in the media throughout the weekend, the situation with COVID-19 is evolving 
quickly. I would like to advise you that there are no confirmed COVID-19 cases amongst Colac 
Secondary College staff and students. 
  
Principals are receiving daily updates from the Department of Education (DET) and new directions 
within this letter were received last night. I aim to be as open and prompt in my communication of 
any issues or relevant news that comes to hand. I would like to reinforce that the health and safety of 
Colac Secondary College students and staff are our highest priority.  
 
This morning, both myself and the Assistant Principal have addressed year level assemblies to explain 
the reasons behind some of the decisions that have been made that will impact them, as outlined 
below. These assemblies were opened up for a question and answer discussion afterwards to 
encourage students to voice their concerns or anxieties and assist with putting their minds at ease.    
 
School Closures  
At this point in time I can let you know that no Government school is currently closed or in the process 
of being closed. I will let you know immediately if there is any prospect that our College will be closed, 
and we will prioritise learning continuity for our student programs.  
 
There will be two reasons we may be closed: 
1. If we have a student or staff member diagnosed by a doctor to have COVID–19, confirmed through 

a blood test. We would have to close, but only for a short time, perhaps 24 to 48 hours while we 
work with the DET and Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) to track who the person 
had contact with within the school. If this were to occur, it will be on very short notice. I would like 
to again reinforce to everyone that there are no confirmed COVID-19 cases amongst Colac 
Secondary College staff and students. 

 
2. If the Government makes the decision to close all schools or a group of schools to help slow down 

the inevitable spread of COVID-19, this will be done with the aim of ensuring our hospitals don’t 
become overcrowded. Hospitals will need beds for those who are most at risk, such as the elderly 
and for those with existing health issues. They also need beds for emergencies such as heart 
attacks, or people who have been injured in a motor vehicle accident. 

 
The DET is aware of the disruption this will cause to our students’ VCE studies and is working with the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) to ensure minimal disruption to student 
learning programs. As a College, we are well placed to support continued online learning for our 
students. VCAA is currently working through this situation to ensure Victorian VCE students are not 
disadvantaged. Please access the VCAA website at 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx as they are providing regular updates. 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx


 

 
 
 
 
 
Camps and Excursions 
All camps scheduled to commence from and including Tuesday 17 March must be postponed and 
rescheduled, or, if there is no other option, cancelled.  
 
All excursions outside the school for purposes such as visits to cultural institutions, art galleries, 
theatres and sporting events or facilities (other than those local facilities regularly used by the school) 
planned from and including Tuesday 17 March must also be postponed or cancelled. 
 
For those camps / excursions that are cancelled, rather than postponed, full refunds will be issued in 
due course. We appreciate your patience and understanding regarding the timeline of this process. 
 
Organised Gatherings 
The Commonwealth Government has announced that mass gatherings of more than 500 people are 
now prohibited. This explicitly does not include schools running normal teaching and learning 
programs. It does, however, apply to any school event that involves attendance by community 
members who are not students or staff (staff includes support staff) and where total attendance will 
exceed 500. This includes school assemblies and sporting events – therefore unfortunately our College 
Athletics Carnival scheduled for Thursday 19th March will be postponed, as well as the Year 6 into 7 
information evening (scheduled for Monday 23rd March) to a date to be advised.  
Classes will operate as normal during these days.  
 
In a school the size of Colac Secondary College, it also applies to whole school assemblies. Therefore 
from this point forward, we will only be conducting smaller year level assemblies.  
 
## The College curriculum day scheduled for Friday 20th March will still go ahead and be a student 
free day.  
 
 

International Arrivals 
Everyone arriving into Australia from overseas from midnight 15 March will be required to self-isolate 
for 14 days. Importantly, it also includes parents and carers and any other relatives or friends of 
Colac Secondary College students who are returning from overseas travel. As they are required to 
self-isolate, they must not visit the school to pick up children or for any other reason. Please remind 
your parents, families, relatives and community members of this. 
 
Good Hygiene Practices  
All the above steps are part of the Government’s efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19.  We have 
discussed with students at assemblies today that we can all play a role in paying extra attention to the 
health and hygiene measures that we use. Everyone can protect themselves and reduce the risk to 
themselves and their families against infections by practising good hand hygiene and respiratory 
hygiene such as: 
 

 Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow 

 Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards 

 Wash your hands regularly, after using the toilet and before eating – make sure you use soap and 
wash for a period of at least 20 seconds 

 Dry hands thoroughly  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you in anticipation of your support as we implement the above requirements and work to keep 
our students and staff safe. As parents and carers, you play a major role in helping us to manage this 
situation and I ask that you exercise good judgement in keeping your child home in the event that they 
feel unwell. Please take time out to discuss this letter with your child and to check in on how they are 
feeling. We are keen to work with you to help make our students feel prepared and safe. 
 

 
School Cleaning Services  
To further support our hygiene strategy against the COVID-19 virus, we have increased our cleaning 
services to all amenities and student areas across the college. This will continue for the foreseeable 
future.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Scott Dellar  

Executive Principal  


