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 Monday August 12 

   Year 10 NGV 

   Excursion 
    

 Friday August 16 

   Year 9 Mock 

   Interviews 
 

 Friday September 6 

   Student Free Day 
 

 Sept 9 - 11 

   Year 8 Camp 

   Anglesea 
 

 Sept 12 -14 

   State School  

   Spectacular 
 

 September 15 - 21 

   North Queensland 

   Trip 
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LINE 

5231 9888 

Principal’s Report 
We are almost at the middle of Term 3 and students in years 9, 10 and 11 are beginning to 

focus on the very important 2020 subject selection process. I have been very impressed by 

the strong family support for these students at the Course Selection Information sessions that 

have been held on the last two Monday evenings. Parents and students have had the       

opportunity to clarify their understanding of the often confusing Course selection process and 

have commenced the long journey to selecting the best course for each student. I encourage 

all families with students in years 9, 10 and 11 to be fully involved in the many opportunities 

to meet with our teachers and share in the decision making that will culminate in students 

being enrolled in subjects that meet their needs. 

Last week our College community enjoyed being a part of Rydell High School and sharing in 

the trials and tribulations of Sandy and Danny as we witnessed the fine work of the cast and 

crew of Grease. A huge thank you to all involved, especially Kat Featherstone and Penny 

Serle, for the enormous hours they put in to make Grease such a huge hit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As this newsletter goes out our Year 11 and 12 students will be putting the final touches to 

their hair styles and glamorous clothing in preparation for the Senior Ball. The theme of  

Gatsby has been chosen for 2019 and the evening promises to be a social event of the   

highest quality. 

Finally, on behalf of the Colac Secondary College community, I would like to wish Ms.      

Harmony Newman all the best as she commences Family leave prior to the birth of her child. 

We wish her all the best and hope to see her back with us in the future. I am also pleased to 

announce that Ms. Courtney Williamson has been appointed to replace Ms. Newman. 

Please work with your children to remain focused on their learning and be organised to meet 
deadlines for assessment tasks this term. 

David Stuchbery 

 

Colac Secondary  

College is a  

Child Safe School 



Grease 
What an absolute blast we had performing GREASE the musical to our school community last week at CSC.   

Three months ago the process began with group and solo auditions, cast announcement and from then we began, weekly 

rehearsals, singing, dancing, learning lines, getting to know each other, helping each other, extra rehearsals, hair, makeup, 

costuming and then finally ‘Production Week’.  Full dress rehearsals with full hair and makeup saw many of our cast form 

new friendships and bonds that will last a lifetime. 

We would like to thank our many families for their support over the last few months.  Sincere thanks to our sponsors MixFM, 

Adam Hall Builders, Blanes Newsagency, Colac Cleaning, Stevcom, Red Door Dance & Theatre Co, Colac Herald, Borne 

Apparel and Christians Bus Co for their generosity. 

Also to our amazing Lighting and Sound guys Nick Moloney, Nick O’Connor and Will McGuinness who made the show look 

and sound incredible as always. 

Words cannot express how grateful we are to the Production team, Zoe Hudgell from Red Dance & Theatre studios who  

Produced & Choreographed,  Georgie Leersen from Act & Imagine who Directed, Penny Serle our Musical Director and Kat 

Featherstone our Production Manager.  

Last but not least thank you to the cast of GREASE! It takes a lot to get on a stage and perform six shows to an audience, 
you all did an amazing job and the CSC School Community is very proud of you. 



GTAC Immersion 
From July 22 - 26, four CSC students, Britt Coulter, Luke Mackay, Caleb Chapman, and Heidi Veitch went to the Gene  
Technology Access Centre, or GTAC, in Parkville, Melbourne to participate in a program dubbed the ‘science research     
immersion experience’. Funded by CSL, the largest biotechnology company in Australia, the experience provided students 
with a week in the life of a scientific researcher, giving them access to leading edge technology and modern biological      
information to aid CSL in the development of a new inflammation targeting medication that they have recently been           
investigating. 

During the day, students worked in the laboratory with mentors from GTAC and CSL, all of whom were research scientists. In 
the evenings, social activities such as dinners in China Town or Lygon Street, ice skating, and a visit to the Queen Victoria 
Winter Night Market were enjoyed. The week was a huge success, with everyone involved having a wonderful experience. 

By Caleb Chapman 

Netball Championship 
On Wednesday July 24, a representative intermediate netball team travelled to Geelong to participate in the School Girls 
Netball Competition run by Netball Victoria.  

The team had an intensive schedule, playing a total of nine short games across the day. Recording three wins, the girls 
demonstrated great sportsmanship, teamwork and positivity. CSC were also well represented across the umpiring duties, 
with Lori Parsons excelling in the whites. Well done to the girls involved, a great day was had by all. 

 

Year 7 Textiles 
Students in the 7B Textiles class have       

completed their ‘Jackie Sacs.’ 



Year 11 Ski Trip 
It was an early Sunday start for students and staff who attended the Ski Trip, everyone was on the bus and on the road by 

7:00am. It was a long drive, but worth it to arrive up on the mountain to start hitting the slopes on Monday, which as our luck 

had it, was a beautiful blue bird day!  

Tuesday brought less enjoyable weather, with rain and cloud cover, but with it, a huge dump of snow and an opportunity for 

students to get all of their school work out of the way. This resulted in excellent snow conditions for Wednesday, with powder 

like conditions and sunshine. Thursday followed in a similar fashion, with some students trying their first black runs (most 

difficult) with some success.  

Highlights were all the yummy slices provided, and afternoon/evening games, particularly the ‘Cluedo’ style game which kept 

everyone on their toes! The students even taught Mr Treweek a thing or two, teaching him some new vocabulary like 

‘ROFL’,  ‘YOLO’ and ‘TY’. A big TY (thank you) to Mr Treweek for organising such an excellent camp, where all students 

were able to learn some new skills and have snow much fun with their friends! 

 



Sporting Pathway Program 
The Sporting Pathway Program was established at the start of 2019, to give students 

a better opportunity to develop their athletic capabilities of strength, power, speed and 

agility. Plus to learn more about the non-athletic qualities of nutrition, rest / recovery, 

mental challenges and goal setting.  

Since the start of the year, our program has been facilitated by Physiotherapist and Regional Institute of Sport director Stuart 

Canavon. Each week, the group has enhanced their understanding of completing a dynamic warm-up and undertaken a 

range of training drills to enhance their technique.  

During the end of Term 1, the group undertook 6 sessions with Triathlon Victoria, which 

resulted in a modified version of the sport.  

Looking ahead to the remainder of 2019, the group will be taking advantage of having 

the Bluewater Fitness Centre next to school and utilising some of their facilities to   

complete the training sessions. We are also investigating an opportunity to visit some of 

the elite sporting facilities in Melbourne and potentially undertake a variety of sessions 

with some more professional staff. 

It’s never too late to join in this marvellous program and I would encourage anyone who 
is interested to come and see Mr David Treweek to find out more information. 

 

7 Grants in 7 Days 
 

Colac Secondary College and their Regional Institute of 
Sport program secured a grant to purchase some training 
equipment for their sessions. 
 

Our Sporting Pathway Program is very grateful for the    
support from Colac Connected Communities and the    
Bendigo Bank for providing some funding to support our 
students. 

Jeans for Genes Day 
Last Friday the SLC held a Jeans for Genes Day, where students were 
encouraged to wear jeans to school. 
 
Students were asked to donate a gold coin to this very worthy cause 
and a total of $243.00 was raised. 

https://www.facebook.com/risvictoria/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA4Nj5yyNHvPusCS1AsgRmikeMULh-BcwiPyF4V4o6-aeitaieL_ifdhaXdGgqgPcr86-fDpzKBr_tK70Vx2QUkcPginLLQqcKYO5C6QcSBXoQFcl_-4k6RCpTGW7SztXmGVd_Q68cLItROvIRsQNzP-7LpHF5WEhh8d_NeMIG_guIlmovVBRVOlHLtR5Dg6T4l3pTelDV
https://www.facebook.com/risvictoria/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA4Nj5yyNHvPusCS1AsgRmikeMULh-BcwiPyF4V4o6-aeitaieL_ifdhaXdGgqgPcr86-fDpzKBr_tK70Vx2QUkcPginLLQqcKYO5C6QcSBXoQFcl_-4k6RCpTGW7SztXmGVd_Q68cLItROvIRsQNzP-7LpHF5WEhh8d_NeMIG_guIlmovVBRVOlHLtR5Dg6T4l3pTelDV


Sheepvention 
On Monday August 5, Year 10 and Year 12 VCE Agriculture and Horticulture Studies classes, together with Ms Sauro and 

Mr Cole drove all the way to Hamilton for the Hamilton Sheepvention.  

This annual excursion is one of the favourites amongst the students, as there is such a variety of things to do and see.   

Students are given the “Sheepvention Challenge” an orientation challenge where students have to explore all areas of 

Sheepvention to be able to answer questions to then win fantastic prizes.  

Students explore the Sheep Pavilion displaying hundreds of the best sheep in the district, they walk around the Innovations 

Hub, chatting to industry advocates about new technological advances in the sheep industry. They chat to stall holders about 

careers in agriculture, and see all the products that are available to make farming efficient and easier.  Students also         

discovered the wonderful Producers Pavilion where they can taste test all the delicacies of the region.  

When students finally finish and come home on the bus, they have bags full of resources and fantastic promotional          

giveaways.  

 

Staff  Curriculum Day 
Friday September 6

th
 

This is a student free day and has been ratified by the School Council as a day for staff to work together to     

further their knowledge and understanding of our College’s Strategic Plan and Annual Implementation Plan. 

The College rotates our student free days across the year so that we don’t impinge on students’ learning         

opportunities. 

We understand that any student free day can affect family organisation and trust you understand that we always 
attempt to make this as fair as possible for all families.  



Supporting School Attendance 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn 

new things at school every day. Attending and participating in school will help your child develop: 

 important skills and knowledge to help them learn 

 social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience and team work. 

 
Children who attend school every day and complete year 12 have: 
 

 better health 

 better job opportunities 

 higher income across their lives 

 
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day a student misses puts them behind. 

 
Tips to improve attendance: 

 Talk to your child about school and how important it is. You can ask them how they feel about 

school, what they liked and if there are any problems 

 Reward good behaviour and not bad behaviour. For example, if your child refuses to go to school, 

do not let them have access to their phones or the internet 

 Set a good example- Show them how you keep to your own commitments 

 Encourage your child to take on hobbies that they enjoy such as sports and clubs. This will help 

them develop positive relationships outside of the classroom 

 Have a set time to do homework and go to bed 

 Leave all technology out of their bedroom 

 Pack their school bag the night before with everything they need 

 Have a set time for breakfast 

 Plan to meet up with a friend so they can travel to school together 

 

Leaving school during the day: 

If your child needs to leave school at any time during the day, can you please let the Student Managers 

know ahead of time with details explaining the absence. Students should also present a note to office 

staff when signing out. Students should not be leaving school without notice.  

 



Feeding Young Minds- Healthy Lunch Ideas 

When children eat well they behave better, are able to listen well and concentrate for longer - giving 

them the best chance at success in life! Packing a healthy school lunchbox will help children to learn 

and play well and be happy at school.  

Try mixing and matching a variety of foods from the 5 food groups: 

*Please Note: Wellbeing have noticed a large number of students who have forgotten to bring food 

to school - please ensure you’re child has food to bring to school. If you require any support please 

contact a member of the Student Wellbeing Team. 



Action for Happiness Calendar- Altruistic August 

This Altruistic August Action Calendar has daily suggested actions to do throughout August 2019 to 

help you spread a bit more kindness in the world around. Check out https://

www.actionforhappiness.org/altruistic-august to print your copy today. 

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/altruistic-august
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/altruistic-august


Bullying 
Bullying is never ok. It’s hurtful and can impact someone for a long time. Remember, you’re 
not alone. There are people you can talk to and things you can do to stop the bullying. 

 

 

 

What is bullying? 

It's more than just a fight or disliking someone. 

It’s being mean to someone over and over again. 

Bullying is when someone or a group of people who have more power than you, repeatedly use words 

or actions to hurt you. 

Bullying can happen anywhere – at home, with friends, in a group, at school, on the bus or at school. 

 

Types of bullying 

There are many different types of bullying: 

Verbal 

Name calling, teasing, putting someone down, threatening to cause someone harm. 

Physical 

Poking, hitting, punching, kicking, spitting, tripping or pushing someone, breaking someone’s things, 

pulling faces or making rude hand signals. 

Social 

Lying, spreading rumours, playing horrible jokes, leaving someone out on purpose, embarrassing  

someone in public. 

Cyberbullying 

Using technology to hurt someone else by sending hurtful messages, pictures or comments. 



Freeza is hosting a battle of the bands happening at Piano Bar in Colac on Saturday 7
th
 September from 1-4:30pm. We are 

looking for bands, duos and solo artists of all styles and genres to enter the competition from the Barwon South West       

Region. The competition is of most benefit to artists who are writing their own performing material but everyone is          

encouraged to apply. Entry is free to compete and all artists must be between the ages of 12-25. The winner from our comp 

will go through to the next round to compete for a spot at ‘The Push All Ages Tour’ where you will be the supporting act for 

two Tripe J artists at a 500 capacity event. Get a form from the Youth Health Hub and hand them back to Scarlet ASAP to 

secure your spot.  

 If you are not an artist but just want to come along to support young, live and local music you can purchase a ticket through 

the youth health hub Facebook Page or piano bars Facebook Page. Tickets will cost $5 each and will include a soft drink at 

the bar. Food will also be available for purchase at the bar. There are limited tickets available so get in quick. Follow the 

Youth Health Hub Facebook page to get updates about the event and be the first to get tickets as they go live. 



Careers Corner  
 

Important VTAC Course Deadlines - 2019 

Here are VTAC deadlines for your diary:  

  Applications for courses commencing in 2020:  

   Open – Monday 5th August at 9am 

   Close – Monday 30th September at 5pm 
 

 

  SEAS Applications  - Open - Monday 5th August 
 

 

  Scholarship Applications  - Open – Monday 5
th
 August 

 

  Change of Preferences 

   Close – 14th December at 4pm for December 2019 offer.  

   Close – 20 December 2019 at 4pm for 2020 offers.  
 

VTAC Applications 

VTAC course applications for 2020 opened on Monday, so if you are in Year 12 and intending 

to study at a Victorian University, TAFE or independent tertiary college next year, it’s time to 

ensure that you have started your VTAC application preparation. 

All applications are made on the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) website 

(www.vtac.edu.au) as VTAC receives, collates and forwards all student applications to       

institutions including special consideration (SEAS) requests, scholarship applications and any 

other relevant or required documentation. 

 

Here are some tips to get started: 

Research! 

 Research the courses on offer in your chosen field and preferred institution(s).  

 Use ‘CourseSearch’ on the VTAC website and VTAC App (see quick link) as the primary source of course information.  

Refine your list!  

 Establish your course preferences (you will do this after visiting open days too) and ensure you are aware of the     

selection criteria for each course that you wish to apply for, as each course and institution’s entry requirements do vary 

i.e. interview, admission tests, audition, folio presentation, or extra form/documents that need to be completed. Note: 

This information can be found on each college website. Important: Take note of all relevant dates and deadlines. 

Register!  
Create a VTAC user account and have all your details close at hand i.e. educational history, student numbers to ensure that 
you complete your application accurately.  

 Place your eight courses in your order of preference. You won’t be able to save a draft of your application, but you will 

be able to change your preferences after it is completed. Remember: It is important to list your ‘dream course’ at the 

top of your preference list, as adjustment factors can affect your overall score and you will always be offered a place in 

the highest course in your list for which you meet the requirements. 

Important to note: You have until 30th of September for a ‘timely’ application where the normal application fee is 

$36.00, after this date the fee increases to $113.00.   

Handy tip –  

The ‘How to apply’ page on the VTAC website is very helpful and may answer any questions you may have. You will also 

find some very useful YouTube VTAC video links about applying for courses, SEAS, scholarships, the offer process and 

changing preferences. 

A handy resource to download at your app store –  

VTAC App: https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/vtac/id1119361879?mt=8  

 

CASPer Test for Teaching 

The CASPer test is an online tool designed to evaluate key personal and professional characteristics of all applicants       

applying for courses in Medicine, Veterinary Science and Education. The test measures traits like professionalism, ethics, 

communication and empathy, reviewing characteristics that make for successful students and graduates.  
 

It runs for 60-90 minutes and comprises12 sections. Each section contains either a video-based or word-based scenario  

followed by a series of 3 open-ended questions. Test takers are asked to type in their responses within a 5-minute time limit. 
 

The CASPer Test is compulsory for students wishing to apply for degrees in teaching, so it is important to be aware of the 

test dates, fees and technical (computer and internet) and security requirements you will need to follow. 

 

http://www.vtac.edu.au
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/vtac/id1119361879?mt=8


You will need to register for your test at least three days before your preferred test date and time to account for identity     

verification and payment processing timelines.  
 

If you have any education courses on your list of preferences, please visit the CASPer website to diarise your test date and 

read further on test preparation: https://takecasper.com/dates-times/  

 

                      INSTITUTION DATE TIME CONTACT DETAILS 

Australian Catholic University 

Melbourne Campus 

Ballarat Campus 

  

Sun 11 Aug 

Sun 25 Aug 

  

10am – 3pm 

10am – 2pm 

1300 ASK ACU 

Email: https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/

experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day 

Box Hill Institute of TAFE  
Box Hill Campus 
Lilydale Campus 

  
Sun 25 Aug 
Sun 15 Sep 

  
10am – 3pm 
10am – 3pm 

1300 269 445 
www.boxhill.edu.au/openday 

Chisholm Institute 
Dandenong 

  
Mon 16 Dec 

  
5pm - 7pm 

1300 244 746 
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/open 

Deakin College 
Geelong Campus (Waurn Ponds & Water-
front) 
Melbourne (Burwood) Campus 
Deakin University 
Geelong Campus (Waurn Ponds & Water-
front) 
Melbourne Burwood 
 

  
Sun 18 Aug 
 
Sun 25 Aug 
  
Sun 18 Aug 
 
Sun 25 Aug 
 

  
9am – 3pm 
 
9am – 3pm 
  
9am – 3pm 
 
9am – 3pm 
 

  
1800 334 733 
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/ 

Federation University of Australia   
  

  1800 333 864 https://federation.edu.au/
openday 

JMC Academy Sat 24 Aug  1300 410 311      
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/
open-days 

La Trobe University 
Albury-Wodonga 
Mildura Campus 
Bendigo Campus 

   
Sun 18

 
Aug 

Sun 14
 
Aug 

Sun 25
 
Aug 

   
10am - 2pm 
4pm - 7pm 
10am - 3pm 

1300 135 045 
https://www.latrobecollegeaustralia.edu.au/ 

  
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday 

Macleay College (Collins Street Melb) Sun 11
th
 Aug 9.30am –

1pm 
https://www.macleay.edu.au/openday-
melbourne 

Melbourne Polytechnic 
Preston Campus 

 
Sun 18 Aug 

  
10am – 3pm 

9269 1200 
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/
open-day 

MIT (Melbourne Institute of Technology) Sat 17
th
 Aug 10am – 2pm http://mit.edu.au/open-day 

RMIT 
City & Brunswick Campuses 

  
Sun 11 Aug 

  
10am – 4pm 

9925 2260 
https://openday.rmit.edu.au/ 

Swinburne University 
Hawthorn 

  
Sun 28 July 

  
10am – 4pm 

1300 SWINBURNE 
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/ 

University of Melbourne 
Parkville 
Dookie 
Werribee 

  
Sun 18 Aug 
Sun 22 Sep 
Sun 20 Oct 

  
10am – 4pm 
10am – 4pm 
10am – 4pm 

1800 801 662 
https://openday.unimelb.edu.au/ 

Victoria University   
  

  
  

1300 171 755 https://openday.vu.edu.au/ 

SAE Creative Media Institute Sun 11 Aug 10am – 2pm https://sae.edu.au/news-and-events/events 

Collarts Sat 31
st
 Aug 10am – 3pm https://www.collarts.edu.au/open-day 

Open Days 2019 

CASPer Test for Teaching cont... 

https://takecasper.com/dates-times/
https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day
https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day
http://www.boxhill.edu.au/openday
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/open
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/
https://federation.edu.au/openday
https://federation.edu.au/openday
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open-days
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open-days
https://www.latrobecollegeaustralia.edu.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday
https://www.macleay.edu.au/openday-melbourne
https://www.macleay.edu.au/openday-melbourne
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/open-day
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/open-day
http://mit.edu.au/open-day
https://openday.rmit.edu.au/
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/
https://openday.unimelb.edu.au/
https://openday.vu.edu.au/
https://sae.edu.au/news-and-events/events
https://www.collarts.edu.au/open-day


Jump Rope for Heart is a great way to keep our 
heart healthy while learning lots of cool skipping 
tricks.  It’s also a way for us to help the Heart 
Foundation save lives. 

The Heart Foundation funds  lots of amazing      
research and programs to help people all over   
Australia look after their hearts. 

The Heart Foundation is a charity, which means they get all their money from 
fundraising activities and donations.   

Jump Rope for Heart is a great way for Colac Secondary College students to 
support this important Foundation. 

The Year 8 student leaders are organising a Jump Rope for Heart 
event for the Junior School. 

Preparations are currently underway for ‘Jump Off Day’ 

More information on this event will be provided next week. 

 
 


