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In 1914, the Germans and their allies went to war not just with Britain, but 

with the whole of the British Empire. Over 3 million soldiers and labourers 

from across the Empire and Commonwealth served alongside the British 

Army in the First World War.  

1. Use the link below to browse and read further information about the 

Countries involved in the First World War. Choose a specific area of topic on 

the website and write an interesting fact or dot point/s of what you learnt. 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/commonwealth-and-first-world-war 

 

What is the Commonwealth? 

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 54 independent and equal 

countries. It is home to 2.4 billion people, and includes both advanced economies 

and developing countries. ... The Commonwealth's roots go back to the British 

Empire. But today any country can join the modern Commonwealth. 

2. Find and write the definition of the following words 

a. Commonwealth. 

b. Empire. 

c. Propaganda. 

d. Patriotic. 

e. Atrocities. 

3. Read through the following article about ‘The Empire Needs Men! 1915’and 

look at the poster below. Design and create a digital or draw a propaganda 

poster to enlist people from Australia / New Zealand or the Commonwealth 

countries from across the Empire at the beginning of the First World War in 

1915. 

'The Empire Needs Men!', 1915 

Propaganda posters played an important role in encouraging people to support 

the war. In 1914 Britain had a small professional army. As the war progressed more 

men were needed. Propaganda posters were put up all over the country to 

persuade men to enlist. Women were also recruited for munitions work and nursing. 

As well as patriotic messages, the posters often depicted images of women and 

children who needed protection. Others showed examples of alleged German 

atrocities. 

This poster shows the 'old lion' of Britain surrounded by the 'young lions' of the Empire 

- Australia, Canada, India and New Zealand. Thousands of men and women from 

these countries volunteered to fight Britain's enemies during World War One. 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/commonwealth-and-first-world-war


Year 10 Blood, Sweat & Tears  Week 4 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAM Accession Number NAM. 2005-11-219-1 

Copyright/Ownership National Army Museum Copyright 

Location National Army Museum, Study collection 

Object URLhttps://collection.nam.ac.uk/detail.php?acc=2005-11-219-1 

Colour photolithographic recruiting poster, after Arthur Wardle, published by the Parliamentary 

Recruiting Committee as poster No. 58, printed by Straker Brothers Limited, London. 

 


