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Colac Secondary     

College acknowledges 

the Traditional Owners 

of Gulidjan Country, 

where we learn and 

teach.  

The school pays  

respect to their Elders - 

past, present and 

emerging. 

Key Dates   

• August 21 - 27      

Book Week 

• August 22 - 25       

VCE OES Ski Trip 

• Friday August 27   

Year 9 Ag Hort       

Robotic Dairy Visit    

• Friday August 27   

Book Week Guest 

Speaker 

• Aug 31—Sept 3      

The Addams Family 

Production 

• Thursday September 9 

Year 9-11 Careers 

Expo 

 

 

 

Friday August 20, 2021 

Principal’s Report 
Introduction 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to write my 

first Principal’s Report for Colac Secondary  

College. As you will be aware, the transition 

between Scott Dellar as out going Executive 

Principal and myself as incoming Executive 

Principal is now complete and I’ve enjoyed a 

very busy, but productive first two weeks in the 

office. Leadership transition can be a complex 

process and I’d like to thank Scott for his      

support over recent weeks, as well as our     

Executive Team of Emma Hall, Xavier Davis, 

and Clare McKay. 
 

I’m joining the CSC community as an educator 

for over 20 years. Over that time I’ve enjoyed 

working in Secondary, Primary and P-12       

settings. As a teacher, I’ve taught children from 

Grade 2 to Year 12 across seven key learning areas with the vast majority of my classroom 

experience teaching Years 10-12 Media and Studio Arts. I’ve held leadership roles for over 15 

years, mostly in the area of teaching and learning leadership, across multiple schools in both 

the government and private sectors. My last two school appointments have been as Principal 

at Lorne P-12 College and Assistant Principal at Newcomb Secondary College. 

As a father to three children, I understand the importance of creating a school environment 

where every child feels welcome, safe, respected and supported to achieve their personal 

goals and aspirations. Some guiding questions I regularly reflect on include ‘Am I creating a 

school environment that I would be happy for my own children to join?’, ‘Are the classrooms in 

our school the kind of welcoming spaces in which I’d like my own children to learn?’, and ‘Are 

the staff in our school establishing the kinds of supportive and caring relationships with our  

students that I would expect for my own children?’. These are my commitments to you. I will 

ensure that Colac Secondary College is working tirelessly and continuously to maintain a highly 

reliable learning environment for all our students that will see them ‘Aim, Aspire, Achieve’ in 

every aspect of college life. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to say a heart-felt ‘Thank you’ to all those members of the CSC 

community that have made me feel so welcome already. I’ve been enjoying meeting many of 

our students and I have to say I’ve been incredibly impressed to see such a diverse group of 

students coming together each day in what is a very calm and orderly learning environment 

that offers an amazing array of learning opportunities and extra-curricular activities. There   

really is something for everyone at CSC! 

I look forward to meeting more community members over the coming weeks and leading our 

school community over the coming years.  

 

COVID-19 

Thank you to the teachers, students and parents of our community who managed the recent 

transition into and out of remote and flexible learning so well. We hope that this is the last time 

we would need to make such transitions, but in reality, it is fairly likely that we will need to    

transition again at some stage.  

ABSENCE 

LINE 

5231 9888 

 



Principal’s Report Continued 
I know ‘COVID fatigue’ is beginning to become a factor for many students and families - this is completely understandable. 

But it is so important that we all wrap around our children and support them to remain engaged during times of remote and 

flexible learning. If you are experiencing challenges with your child during these times, please reach out to subject teachers, 

year level coordinators, wellbeing staff and leadership team members as needed. 

I also ask that all parents ensure their children have face masks everyday. And as I like to remind students, they are called 

‘face masks’, not ‘chin masks’ or ‘pocket masks’. It is a statewide requirement that all secondary students over 12 years of 

age wear a mask at school and on public transport unless an exemption has been granted that is supported by a medical 

certificate.  

As always, CSC will continue to navigate the changing COVID situation with the health, safety and wellbeing of our entire 

community at the forefront of all decision making.  

 

Shane Elevato 

Executive Principal 

Year 9 Journalism Class 
This Semester, students in Mrs Langdon’s Year 9 Journalism Class will be contributing articles for the newsletter. 

Please enjoy reading the students’ first articles.  

 

AVID Folders 
Year 7 students have been introduced to a system called AVID folders. The folders were introduced to help students      
maintain organisation and time management.  

The AVID folders are able to accommodate each student’s workbooks so they can pick up their folders and head to class 
without searching through their lockers to find specific books. Students have stated that they enjoy using AVID folders as 
they help them arrive to class on time and are ideal for carrying around easily. 

By Mia Anderson and Lilly Gorman 

 



Year 9 Journalism Class 
Digital Technologies 
In the 8B Digital Technologies class students are currently working on building robots and coding them. They are working on 
many types of robots such as three wheel motorbikes, traffic lights and a few others.  

After students have built their models from a book they then code it to move, flash different colours, write messages and 
more. In the instruction books students have there are many directions they need to follow and if they don’t do it correctly 
their models and coding won’t work properly.  

Most students enjoy participating in this class and doing the work. They seem to really enjoy this hands on work.  

By Leah Parsons, Freya Jones and Holly McDonald 

The Addams Family 
Colac Secondary College is excited for the start of the production of The Addams family. It has been a long and difficult   
journey but the cast is ready to go for the new dates of August 31 – September 3. The whole cast has been doing an     
amazing job getting ready to perform for the big week. COVID-19 has made it really hard for everyone to get ready, but    
despite the hiccups everyone has done an amazing job to stay connected and focussed on producing a great show. 

 

The story of ‘The Addams Family’ is about an irregular family who are not at all thrilled with their daughter who has fallen in 
love with a ‘normal’ boy.  

Marlie Borenstein is in Year 8 at CSC, and is playing the role of Pugsley the younger brother of Wednesday Addams.  Marlie 
says she loves being a part of the show, “it’s a great social experience and opportunity to get to interact with people from  
different parts of the school.” Marlie is very excited for the show and can’t wait.  

By Indigo Dewar and Emily Munro 

The Cast 

Marlie Borenstein 



Year 9 Journalism Class 
Senior and Junior Basketball 
On August 4th, the senior and junior basketball teams participated in the interschool competition against Trinity College 
Colac. 

The day was fun for all. 

Here is what students had to say about the day: 

Mitchell Hall played on the Year 9 and 10 team and said, “The day was pretty good considering half the boys hadn’t played 
basketball before.  Trinity is a good team and to be only down by about 15 points for most of the game was a spectacular 
effort from everyone.” 

“It was as amazing day overall and everyone who participated cannot wait to do it again next year! 

By Kiahna McCoombe, Neelufa Ali, Esther Bol and Chloe Robb  

Bronte Dunnill and  

Indigo Dewar 

Annie Flaherty 

Sonny Tupene, Dylan Joiner 

And Hunter Ellis 

Students helping out in school canteen  

There are a number of students putting their hand up to take time out of their lunch break to volunteer and help out in the 
school canteen.  

Some of the things we do to help out are: work with Jo on the till, serve customers, and stock the fridges and shelves back 
up ready for the next day.  

Big thanks to Haylee Norman, Emily Norman and Tahlia Kerr for all their hard work and also we would like to thank all the 
parents who also help out.  

By Emily Norman, Tahlia Kerr and Skye Luppino  







Careers Corner  

With Frank Park, Careers Education 

USI  - UNIQUE STUDENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
Anyone undertaking any education and training with a provider outside the school system must have a 

Unique Student  Identifier (USI). 
 

This applies to: 

• Vocational Education and Training - eg: study at Certificate or Diploma level through TAFE or other 

Registered Training Organisation (RTOs) 

• Higher Education - eg: Degrees etc. through universities and other providers 

Note: If you are studying a VET course while still at school you will also need a USI. 

 

The Australian Government describes this as being a bit like a "Medicare number for Education" and 

without one you cannot receive your qualification or get any sort of Commonwealth financial assistance. 
 

This USI allows you to login to your training account and see all your VET training records and the     

results of all your courses. You can also print out all your results to take to an employer when you are 

applying for a job or to any training provider when you are doing any additional courses. 
 

You must have this Unique Student Identifier before you can commence any courses. If you don't       

already have one, you can create one at www.usi.gov.au . 

Dental Van Update 

Thank you to all families who have returned their dental forms. Due to current Metro restrictions         

unfortunately the dental van visit will be rescheduled. 

We look forward to providing this service to our students and will keep you updated when future dates 

are confirmed. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. 

Thanks -Kate Every, School Nurse 

Kate.Every@education.vic.gov.au 

  

http://www.usi.gov.au/


Careers Corner  
With Frank Park, Careers Education 

 

Talk To Your Child About Their Career 

Your school will have a career education program to help your child make career decisions. But it's also a good idea to talk to 

them about what they want to do. Research shows that children look to their parents first when they want career advice. 

What a career is 
A career includes all the roles you undertake throughout your life, including:  

• education 

• training 

• paid and unpaid work 

• family 

• volunteer work 

• leisure activities and more. 

The concept of a job for life is no longer a reality. Young people now are likely to experience five to eight major career  

changes in their life. They will have more fluid ways of working, like casual, contract and part-time work options. 

Making good career choices 

Making the best career choices involves: 

• knowing what you like (your interests) 

• knowing what you are good at (your skills and abilities) 

• knowing what is important to you (your values) 

• understanding the world of work and knowing about your available options and what jobs are out there 

• learning how to make informed decisions about your possible options 

• deciding and setting about achieving your objectives. 

Tips for talking about careers with your child 

Here's some general tips when talking about careers with your child: 

• Focus on skills and behaviour your child will need, rather than specific jobs. 

• Talk about goals and what your child finds fulfilling. 

• Be open minded and encouraging. 

• Talk about what your child has put in their career action plan from school. 

• Be patient as your child's choices may change. 

• Remember it's your child's decision on what direction they want to go. 

• Some children will have a clear goal when they're young, while others will take a long time to explore and decide. 

 

You can also read the Victorian Careers Curriculum Framework.  

This is the Career Education Program in government schools. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/careers/carframe/Pages/framework.aspx


Questions to ask your child 

In Years 8 to 9 

• What subjects they are good at? 

• What subjects would they like to improve in? How can they work towards that? 

• What sort of careers have they explored so far? 

• Do they know who they can talk to about career advice at school? 

• Are they thinking about getting a part-time or casual job? 

• What kind of work experience is your child interested in?  

• Where can you find reliable information about careers? 

In Years 10 to 11 

• What subjects are they enjoying in year 10? Why? Are they interested in continuing these in year 11? 

• Can they see themselves building a career in these subjects in the future? What kind of jobs are related to these     

subjects? 

• What will the demand for these jobs be in the future? The myfuture website and Victorian Skills Gateway have        

information about demand. 

• Do they understand the difference between university and vocational education and training (VET)? 

• What university and TAFE courses are they interested in at the end of year 12? 

• Do they know if there are any prerequisite subjects for these courses? 

• Do they know if there are pathways from VET to university for these courses? 

• What skills and qualities will they need for the careers they're interested in? Which subjects and courses will help them 

get those skills? 

In Year 12 and beyond 

• What do they think they might like to do next year? 

• Have they updated their career action plan? Have they discussed it with their careers coordinator? 

• Have they thought about doing a course at a VET provider or university? Do they know how to apply? 

• Do they need an ATAR for the courses they’re interested in? What was the most recent ATAR for that course? 

• Are there extra requirements for the courses they’re interested in? For example, UMAT (Undergraduate Medicine and 

Health Sciences Admission Test) for medicine courses, portfolios for art and design courses or auditions for            

performing arts. 

• Do they know if there are pathways between VET and university for the kind of courses they're interested in? 

• Who can help them with this at school? 

• Are they thinking about taking a gap year? What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? 

• Are they thinking of getting a job or apprenticeship next year? Who can help them with their application? Do they have 

a plan B if their first choice doesn’t work out? 

• How far are they prepared to travel for study or work? Will they need to move out of home? How can they find         

accommodation? What are the likely costs involved? 

• What are the opportunities for work after graduating from university or VET? 

 


